
SCIENTIFIC SURGERY.
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EXPEBIEJOE OP YEAES.

The Evil Designs of Eepublican Charac-

ter Assassins May Eesxdt in Good to

tha Inmates of Our Publio

InBtitntions.

Because of the fact that the discus-

sion of causes and remedies for the
maladies that afflict the race has been
limited to the medical colleges and to
the medical literature which is seldom
seen by the masses of the people, the
character assassins who have been
chosen to direct the present republican
campaign in this state have Bought to
take advantage of the general lack of
correct information upon such subjects,
hoping, by appeals to the prejudices of
the people, rather than to their reason,
to bring the good name of efficient
officers temporarily into disrepute, and
thereby gain unfair and dishonorable
advantages over a political adversary
with which they were unable to cope
by honest methods. In this attempt
they have overreached the bounds,
even of political license, and have
incited a revolt of the medical profes-

sion, irrespective of party, which they
will be unable to pacify. The Kansas
Medical Journal fairly expresses the
sentiment of honorable members of the
profession in its editorial of September
8, in these words:

It Is hardly considered the province of a
medical journal to seek opportunities to reply
to campaign documents, but when they In-

volve the honor and standing of the medical
profession. It Is necessary, as a matter of de-

fense, and the ordinary tribute demanded of a
professional man to his profession.

Every physician has a just pride in
his profession and his regard for its
triumphs is not limited by party lines,

lie lives In a higher atmosphere, and
when the honor of the profession and
the character of a fellow practicioner
are assailed for mere political advan-

tage, there are few medical minds so

narrow and so base as not to resent the
indignity. As the Kansas Medical
Journal well says:

It Is one thing to fling ordinary political
mud, and It Is another thing to denounce
proper conduct and enlightened methods, to
accomplish the change of a few votes.

And this is said by a republican
physician who holds the honor and the
good name of his profession above par-

tisanship, and it is a fitting rebuke to
the political mountebanks in the office

of the republican state central commit-
tee and those who edit the republican
newspapers of the state.

Nevertheless, out of the evil designs
of these character assassins may event-

ually come great good. The manner
and the purpose of the presentation of
the subject necessarily provokes a gen-

eral discussion before the people at
large which otherwise would probably
never have taken place; and the result
will be an enlightened public sentiment
which will not only tolerate but de-

mand such scientific treatment of in-

mates of our public institutions as af-

fords promise of their radical cure and
the release of the state from the ex-

pense of their perpetual care.
It is not now generally known, ex-

cept to the medical profession, that the
practice of Dr. Pilcher is not only no
new innovation, but is in accord with
the very best medical authorities and
the very best modern practice, both in
this country and in Europe. It is not
generally known that it is not limited
to public institutions, but is common,
cvca in private practice, ot3 ia na
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tion to both sexes. The writer has per-

sonally known of many cases of the
kind in private practice, here and else-

where; and it is the present purpose to
let the people know of some of these.

We have already referred to cases
that have been treated in the insane
asylum in this city under former re-

publican administrations. We have
also referred to the cases treated by
order of the republican county com-

missioners of Marion county. A cor-

respondent a few weeks ago reported a
case that occurred at the Osawatomie
asylum that was treated by Dr. Went-wort- h,

the present republican superin-

tendent of that institution, the result
of which was a radical cure and the re-

turn of the patient to his home. The
State Journal of October 15, reports a
case that occurred in private practice
in North Topeka about four weeks
previous. This operation was per-

formed not only with the assent of the
patient and his parents but the assent
also of the republican county attorney
as a guarantee against subsequent an-

noyance of the physician by any possi-

ble legal process. This ought to be un-

necessary. The law should not only
sanction but demand it, when it is re-

quired for the good of the patient.
CONGRESSMAN CURTIS' CASE.

A few years ago a patient was brought
to this city for treatment from a neigh-
boring state. The physician first ap-

plied to, consulted several of his fellow
practitioners in the city and it was
agreed that the only hope of cure lay
in a surgical operation. The patient
manifested symptoms of incipient
locomotor ataxia, and mental imbecil-

ity was apparent in a marked degree.
Notwithstanding the acknowledged
necessity of surgical interference, the
surgeon hesitated through fear of an
unenlightened public sentiment, but
finally told the friends that he would
operate if he could be guaranteed
against subsequent annoyance through
legal process. Charley Curtis, the pres-

ent congressman from this district and
now republican candidate for

was then county attorney of this
county; and in his official capacity, he
gave an order for the operation to bo

performed. This order was approved
by captain, now Judge Johnson, and
by Judge Guthrie, all republicans.
Armed with this authority the surgeon
did what was necessary to be done, and
the result has proven the wisdom of all
parties concerned in it. The man to-

day is alive and well and his mental
faculties are fully restored to their
original vigor.

The superintendent of the Maryland
hospital for the insane in his report
dated November 1892, reports in detail
eighteen cases operated upon during
the year covered by the report in that
institution. Speaking of former neg-

lect of proper treatment of a certain
class of cases in our public institutions,
the superintendent says:

So far as this country Is concerned, the
writer thinks ho may say the reproach that
this class of cases is neglected In our in-

sane hospitals will not be justified much
longer. Our Fellow, Dr. Manton, has just pre-

ceded me with the relation of no small experi-
ence in the hospitals of the state of Michigan.
Dr, Alice Bennett, I am informed, has begun
the work in the excellent Institution over
which she presides with such signal ablity.
All over the country come isolated reports
from theofficers in charge, showing that the
opposition to active surgical interference in
appropriate cases of insanity is not only dying
out, but that advanced alienists are ready to

lend a hand in the prosecution of a work
which I am confident will be fraught with
advantage to science and humanity.

Every d physician knows
that in many forms of nervous and
r:. ejection, the real dissaca is lo

cated in parts remote from the locality
of its most apparent manifestation;
and he therefore directs his treatment,
not so much to the apparent disturb-
ance as to the source from whence it
proceeds. This is especially true in a
large number of imbeciles and in cer-

tain forms of insanity. It is the
opinion of the very best physicians in
the country that a large number of the
inmates of our public institutions are
amenable to scientific treatment, and
that the state might be relieved from
the expense of their perpetual care by
a heroic resort to surgery. The failure
in this respect heretofore has been due
to an uneducated public sentiment,
and to the selection of medical officers,
in too many instances, for political
reasons, rather than with reference to
tbeir scientific attainments.

There is much very radical literature
upon this subject that might be cited
did space permit and the necessities of

the case demand it. It is proper, at
this particular time that the public
should be made aware of the hypocrisy
and the depravity which, presuming
upon the ignorance of the people, seeks
to bring reproach upon the most valu-

able achievements of science and upon
the good name of members of an
honored profession in order to gain an
advantage over a political adversary
not possible by fair and honorable
methods.

After Klrkpatrlck's Scalp.

Editor Advocate: The republi-

can speakers have gotten their instruc-

tions from Ingalls, through their state
central committee, that they must de-

clare for free coinage, with the claim
that they are the only party which is

standing by silver, and they are taking
up the 4 'cue' ' right royally. They real-

ize the fact they will be lacking in votes
on the 6th of November if they con-

tinue to advocate the gold standard,
and the case is like that of the appoint-
ment of Ilenrie, the Coffeyvilie dyna-

mite exploder, by Humph-

rey to a good fat place. It's "Leland,
we had to do it," in order to dupe the
people into voting for them again.
After election day, they will "point
with pride" back to their gold stand-

ard platform as their guiding star in
legislative matters, and the voter will

be left in the soup, as usual, if he casts
his ballot for them.

Mr. Kirkpatrick, in his speeches, is

declaring emphatically that "the Pops
are not in it, never were in it, on the
silver question;" that his party is the
only one which is standing now as in
the past for free coinage.

Isn't this pure and unadulterated
gall to come from this great apostle of
the interests of the great railway and
gold power, as well as protector of
the libertien portion of our population
against the outrages of the

daughters of our fair land?
Think of him posing as the candidate
for congress of the g. o. p. in the face
of the fact that from the organization
of the Feople's party the demands have
been for the restoration of silver to the
place it occupied prior to 1873, and
that its representatives have voted
solidly on every opportunity to secure
that end. Gall? Cheek? Well, I
should say! He's the old man just
down out of the tree insisting as a
truth that he had killed the bear, and
that she his noble wife who had saved
his life was not in it.

"Kirk" in arraigning the state ad-

ministration before the court of last
resort, calls his witnessess one by
one, Kline, Legate, Acres, Clover,
Henderson & Co., having them state

what they know about it, but when
finishing up with Dr. Pilcher regard-
ing the management of the imbecile
youth, he neglected to inquire of the
doctor what he considered would be
the proper treatment for the advocates
of the reduction of the age of consent,
testimony on this point being deemed
irrelevant as well as impolitic.

Kirk spoke in Altoona, this county,
last night after Judge Frank Doster's
very interesting speech in the after-
noon. Elder Botkin, "that thing,"
and Dr. A. N. Perkins, our candidate
for representative, will lead the ticket
to success here. A. Z. Brown.

Guilford, Kan.

An Appeal to the Voters of Kansas.

Gentlemen: But a few weeks will
elapse until by your sovereign power
you will declare whether or not you
will extend to women the right of suf-

frage. It is with deep humiliation
that after the lapse of 120 years since
our fathers declared that taxation
without representation is tyranny, that
a portion of the citizens who are taxed
and help bear the burden of the gov-

ernment, must be under the necessity
of appearing as mendicants at your
feet, begging for a constitutional
recognition of the privilege of repre-

sentation.
We admit a custom long continued

has created a prejudice that is deep
rooted, but we ask you to candidly and
seriously consider the matter. Why is
it that woman, with the intellectual
acumen garnered from eighteen cen-

turies of agitation and education, who,
by her g mental activity,
has forced open the doors of colleges
and universities, and taken the highest
course in their curriculum, who now
adorns all the professions to which her
brother aspires, who elevates and glad-

dens every sphere she enters, who is
amenable to all the laws, and who can
ably expound the same, yet has no di-

rect voice in their framing, and is de-

nied the simple privilege of expressing
her choice of men and measures on a
ballot at the polls?

Twenty-seve- n years ago the women
of Kansas asked to be enfranchised;
they entreated in vain, but the ballot
was put in the hands of the negroes,
three-fourth- s of whom could neither
read or write. There are at present
in the United States nearly 4 million
illiterate criminals and a large foreign
element imported in the interest of
cheap labor, ignorant of our institu-

tions and indifferent to our welfare.
We believe you need us in your body

politic to counteract this purchasable
vote. We appeal, to you-a- patriots,
as proud Kansans, irrespective of
party, creed or position, to make Kan-

sas the third in the galaxy of states to
fully enfrachise her women. Twenty
states have partially extended this
privilege, and it is only a question of

time when political equality will be es-

tablished. Let not Kansas, which has
stirred the foundation of the republic
by her political activity, now lag in the
race and surrender her laurels by her
apathy and dissensions.

No political party has a patent on
her chivalry and devotion to women.
We have ardent supporters everywhere,
and with one accord we ask you to
rally to our standard that in the event
of untoward circumstances your wives,
your sisters and daughters, may have
the richest legacy of your justice and
chivalry. S. L. Ruggles.

Health, comfort and happiness abound
ia homes whirs "Garland" Stoves and
Ranges are ossd.
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